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Friendship with Spain was a cardinal point of his policy. Another reason for abandonment also suggests itself. As Cabot sailed southwards in 1498 he must have looked eagerly for signs of Cathayan civilization, for settled government, towns and a native maritime commerce. Marco Polo led him to expect such things, and as we know, he did not find them. Did it dawn upon him that his new land was not Asia at all ? There are indications that it did, but one cannot be positive. Certainly La Cosa suspected the truth in 1500. His map, considered as a whole, is a note of interrogation on the point. Again, Sebastian Cabot knew the truth when he made his voyage in search of the North West Passage, and it is possible that he had it from his father's experience of 1498. But Sebastian's voyage was several years later, and there had been others in the interim,1 On the whole, the question must be left open. But whether John Cabot learned the real nature of America or not, the prospect of an immediate spice trade was at an end. Of all the bright hopes of 1497 there remained only the Newfoundland fishery,
1 When treating this subject several years ago (in Maritime Enterprise 1485-1558, Oxford, 1913) I believed that 1499 was a likely date for Sebastian Cabot's voyage, and consequently made certain that John Cabot discovered the true nature of America in 1498. But I now have reason to think that Sebastian sailed much later, and that the argument is therefore weakened.